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"Money can't buy happiness, but it can buy plants, and
that's the same thing."

-Unknown

Smart Shopping At The Garden Center

This time of year is when the trucks start filling the garden centers with fresh plant
material and new varieties! Growers who have been growing their new stock will start to



release their products both in retail and wholesale spaces.

We're starting to look closer at what's coming for the new season and dreaming on
gardens to come! Here's a few smart shopping tips for going into the garden center this
spring!

« New Varieties are "released" into the grower markets before they hit the retail
market. It may still take a couple seasons to make it to your patio! When looking
at new material, grower catalogs display what they plan on providing to their
customers (garden centers) and therefore are more reliable.

» Many garden centers order their plants in the fall of the previous year, so
availability, especially for new varieties, can be very tight!

« New introductions usually have been through years of display gardens, trials and
other testing conditions to make sure that they will perform well in our zone and
climate.

» Not every garden center will carry every variety available. Many will choose to
focus on a select few they've selected for their client base.

»  When substitutions are necessary, select a substitute that will meet your target
size, growing conditions and maintenance expectations. Avoid decisions based
on physical features alone.

» Some perennials and flowering shrubs may have been forced to flower early in
order to sell this spring. These plants will correct themselves to their "normal"
schedule once they complete a season in the ground.

« Planting your garden in "stages" will help you extend your budget, but it will also
give you a chance to see how plants grow into the area.

» When considering plant size, ask yourself the following questions:
o Can I handle digging and planting this by myself?
o How quickly do these plants grow in one season?
o Am I willing to wait multiple weeks/months/seasons for it to grow in, or
do I want instant gratification?

New Plants for 2024

e Monrovia New Plants e Prides Corner New
2024 Plants 2024
e Griffin: New Varieties e Proven Winners 2024

for 2024 Flipbook


http://www.monrovia.com/new-varieties-cultivate23
http://www.monrovia.com/new-varieties-cultivate23
http://www.pridescorner.com/New-Introductions
http://www.pridescorner.com/New-Introductions
http://www.griffins.com/images/pdf/plants/New-Varieties/mobile/index.html#p=28
http://www.griffins.com/images/pdf/plants/New-Varieties/mobile/index.html#p=28
http://provenwinners-gib-flipbook-2024.s3.amazonaws.com/index.html?page=1
http://provenwinners-gib-flipbook-2024.s3.amazonaws.com/index.html?page=1

Keeping Your Seedlings Healthy

In February, March, or even April we're starting seeds. Gardeners spend a lot of time
and energy in picking out the right lights, creating the ideal conditions, and helping
those seedlings get the right start. We're here to tell you keep up the enthusiasm! Here
are few tips to keep your seedlings in good shape until you're ready to plant.

e« Maintain a consistent moisture across all cells.

o Don't be afraid to thin or transplant seedlings into slightly larger cups or
containers once true leaves are showing.

o Maintain light! The height of your grow lights may need to be adjusted after
germination to keep seedlings reaching for sunlight.

e Air circulation is crucial! Consider using a fan on a low setting to keep air moving
and to help strengthen young stems.

Read More Tips for Keeping Your Seedlings Healthy

Clean Hummingbird Feeders for Healthy
Hummingbirds

Each spring, ruby-throated hummingbirds embark on their
annual migration north to Connecticut from Mexico. These
migratory journeys, which can span hundreds or thousands of
miles, require immense preparation and a shocking amount of
energy from these small birds - the smallest in the world. Their
spring migration north is a solitary journey with the goal of
getting to their breeding grounds early enough to claim the best
feeding territories. They will be very hungry and in need of
nourishment when they arrive. Putting out feeders in
anticipation of their arrival- early April- will help with their
transition until the flowers are in bloom. Proper care of the feeders will ensure these
little birds stay happy and healthy during their stay until they begin their migration
south in the fall.

Care & Maintenance of Hummingbird Feeders

Humminghird Central: Spring Migration Map 2024



http://extension.umn.edu/yard-and-garden-news/tips-healthy-seedlings
http://academics.lmu.edu/media/lmuacademics/cures/urbanecolab/module13/Hummingbird%20Feeder%20Set-up%20%20Care.pdf
http://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1c-rVAt_hTGr2NBmdgf_k6b7GNRxjWPE&femb=1&ll=37.12234532878184%2C-107.7453555561575&z=4

Native Plant nghhght Red Trillium

Also known as red wakerobin, Trillium erectum is a native plant that blooms in late
April. The rather putrid-smelling flowers are pollinated by flies. Found in open
deciduous woodlands, it is often found among bloodroot, ramps and violets. Flowers

vary in color, sometimes being green, white or pale red. Moths may also visit the
flowers.

Learn More about Red Trillium

Be on the Lookout: Mourning Cloak Butterfly

Mourning cloak (Nymphalis antiopa) is a large brush foot butterfly that overwinters in
its mature form. It is one of the first butterflies seen in late winter- early spring and are
sometimes seen flying on warm winter days. Seldom visitors to flowers, these butterflies
lap tree sap, dung, mud and ripe fruit. Caterpillars are found mostly on willows and
elms living in communal groups in silken shelters. Look for them when willows begin
leafing out. These butterflies may be the longest living ones in North America.

Learn More About the Mourning Cloak Butterfly

The CT Native Tree & Shrub List Has Been Updated
for 2024!


http://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/trillium/erectum/
http://entomology.umn.edu/mourning-cloak

UConn Extension and CT DEEP Wildlife Division have released an updated list of CT
native plant selections and businesses that grow and/or sell these plants!

We shared the 2023 list last month. See below for the updated list for 2024. One of the
biggest updates is that the list now also includes native perennials!

2024 Connecticut Native Perennial, Tree, & Shrub Availability List

Blueberry Growers: Prevent Mummy Berry This
Spring

UConn Extension's Fruit Expert, Evan Lentz, has advice for people that had

blueberry mummy berry problems last year: " I've seen Forsythia beginning to bloom
already. This means that we need to make sure to get down a 2-4” layer of mulch on our
blueberries if you haven’t done so already. Forsythia bloom times coincide with the
maturity of the overwintering spores that are currently on the ground under your
bushes. We are a bit away from having the conditions required for infection (50-62°F)
which makes this the perfect time to apply that mulch."

Mummy Berry of Blueberry

April 2024 Weather Outlook
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A seasoned gardener always keeps their eye to the sky at any time of year! NOAA's
National Weather Service released their discussion about how weather patterns in April
will continue to lead us into spring!

Outlook for April 2024



http://ipm.cahnr.uconn.edu/connecticut-native-perennial-tree-and-shrub-availability-list/
nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fohioline.osu.edu%2Ffactsheet%2Fplpath-fru-46&data=05%7C02%7Cheather.zidack%40uconn.edu%7C1672c1b95a1b4b08b3b208dc4cf18647%7C17f1a87e2a254eaab9df9d439034b080%7C0%7C0%7C638469847420872658%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Vi7C0nx3p4htSi6%2BapcnsJ%2Bwwwk6MFwOsxqdMZt%2Fdz4%3D&reserved=0
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/fxus07.html
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Read our Ladybg bldgs written weekly:

Fantastic Philadelphia Flower Show and Oodles of Orchids

March and April Flowers for Pollinators

Prune Now for Beautiful Summer Trees

Simply Seeding

Upcoming Event

s and Things to Do
) et

.

e Connecticut Audubon Walks- there are many walks scheduled around
Connecticut for the month of April. The website also has Audubon centers and Ct.
sanctuary sites. Late April is also the start of the spring bird census.

o Sky's the Limit Hiking Challenge - Hosted by CT Parks & CT DEEP. March 22,
2024 - December 6, 2024

« City of Hartford Earth Day Celebration, April 22



https://uconnladybug.wordpress.com/2024/03/28/fantastic-philadelphia-flower-show-and-oodles-of-orchids/
https://uconnladybug.wordpress.com/2024/03/14/march-and-april-flowers-for-pollinators/
https://uconnladybug.wordpress.com/2024/03/08/prune-now-for-beautiful-summer-trees/
https://uconnladybug.wordpress.com/2024/02/22/simply-seeding/
https://www.ctaudubon.org/calendar/
https://ctparks.com/skys-the-limit-hiking-challenge?fbclid=IwAR2SgeMt59-C9ugB7-JiP8z_aklUbpGuDdjbUYUDUHCcv5sNaBkpfp-fc2s_aem_AUKOpbUujhbFyLv7rhtvzJ-3sdR67BNDnmYSvVafMslxRCSsq3UntY1g_ZC-eeBPH43NyAIaSkwKekTtNOQ93R42
https://www.hartfordct.gov/Government/Departments/MayorArulampalam/Community-Engagement/Community-Events/Earth-Day-n2024

e Pick your own Daffodils or Tulips!
o Halfinger Farms- pick your own daffodils at this historic 1790 property on
Candlewood Hill Road in Higganum. They recommend calling first for
picking status- 860-345-4609.
o Wicked Tulips, Multiple locations. Check out their bloom reports for
details of each location.

o Total Solar Eclipse - April 8th, 2024 - View details about where, when, and how
much coverage we will see!

e Colorblends Spring Bulb Garden display - Bridgeport, CT. April 1- May 12.
Features spring bulbs like snowdrops, crocus, daffodils, tulips, alliums and others
that bloom in sequence. Located in Bridgeport.

« Visit Historic Homes and Gardens in Connecticut- Visit gardens and homes like
the Henry Whitfield Museum in Guilford, Leffingwell House and Norwich, the
Florence Griswold Museum in Old Lyme and the Rosewood Cottage in
Woodstock, among many others.

e CT Cactus & Succulent Society Annual Show & Sale April 13th & 14th - Bristol, CT

e CT Orchid Society - Orchid Show & Sale 'Spring into Orchids' April 20th, Bristol,
CT

Educational Opportunities and Workshops

o Ecological Approaches to Garden Design and Management with Harland Patch,
April 18 2024 - Live and on Zoom

o Explore Connecticut's Notable Trees, April 6th, Derby CT

e Organic Farming & Gardening presented by the Naugatuck Garden Club, April
18th

e Gardening in America - Self Paced Online Course from the American
Horticultural Society

April Gardening Tips

1. 1. Apply pre-emergent crabgrass weed control when soil temperatures reach 50°F.
Use a tool like this soil temperature map to track your timing. Do not use a pre-
emergent weed control if you are trying to germinate grass seed.



https://www.halfingerfarms.com/
https://wickedtulips.com/
https://wickedtulips.com/blogs/tulip-tips
https://science.nasa.gov/eclipses/future-eclipses/eclipse-2024/where-when/
https://www.colorblendsspringgarden.com/the-spring-garden/
https://www.ctcactussociety.org/annual-show-sale
https://ctorchids.org/?page_id=2250
https://cthort.org/event/ecological-approaches-to-garden-design-and-management-with-harland-patch-april-18-2024/
https://www.depdata.ct.gov/calendar/viewev.asp?id=7970
https://ctgardenclubs.org/event/organic-farming-and-gardening-naugatuck-garden-club/
https://ahsgardening.org/lifelong-learning-2/self-paced-online-course/
https://homegarden.cahnr.uconn.edu/factsheets/crabgrass-control/
https://www.greencastonline.com/tools/soil-temperature

2. Place peony supports.

3. Freezing temperatures don’t harm pansies, but if they have been grown in a
greenhouse they should be gradually exposed to outdoor temperatures before planting.
Frosts and freezing temperatures can damage delicate flowers.

4. A new generation of spongy moth and eastern tent caterpillars will hatch in late April
and begin feeding on the leaves of many tree species. Remove and destroy any egg
masses you find on your trees.

5. Cut ornamental grasses back to a height of 6 inches before new growth appears.

6. Set up a bat house early in the month to encourage them to roost. Visit the DEEP’s
Bats fact sheet for information and bat house plans.

7. When filling large containers for the deck or patio, use less soil by creating a false
bottom. Most smaller container plants don't need more than about a foot of soil depth
for their roots. Keep the plant in a smaller pot that is supported by an inverted pot or
rocks.

8. Start dahlia tubers in pots indoors in a cool, bright spot. Cover tuberous roots with 2
to 3 inches of potting mix. Pinch back tips when they reach 6 inches and transplant
outdoors when the ground temperature reaches 60° F.

9. Inspect houseplants for pests and use low-toxicity insecticidal controls as needed.
Transplant houseplants that need repotting.

10. Place seedlings in cold frames around April 25 or later to harden off.

More April Gardening Tips

Notice something gioing on in your garden? The UConn Plant Diagnostic Laboratory
diagnoses plant problems including diseases, insect pests and abiotic causes. Submitting
a sample is easy! For details, visit the UConn Plant Diagnostic Laboratory

Have Your Soil Tested for Macro- & Micronutrients: Send your soil sample in for testing
now to avoid the spring rush. For details on sending a sample, go to the UConn Soil
Nutrient Analysis Laboratory

Did You Know...


https://homegarden.cahnr.uconn.edu/factsheets/peonies/
https://homegarden.cahnr.uconn.edu/factsheets/spongy-moth/
https://homegarden.cahnr.uconn.edu/factsheets/eastern-tent-caterpillars/
https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Wildlife/Fact-Sheets/Bats
http://homegarden.cahnr.uconn.edu/monthly-gardening-tips-for-connecticut/gardening-tips-april/
https://plant.lab.uconn.edu/
https://plant.lab.uconn.edu/
https://soiltesting.cahnr.uconn.edu/
https://soiltesting.cahnr.uconn.edu/

This year, a company called Light Bio received
approval to produce and sell glow in the dark
petunias! Scientists were able to genetically engineer a
petunia with the genes of a bioluminescent mushroom
to create this fascinating plant!

Flowers are white in daylight, and in the dark the
fastest growing parts of the plants will give off a soft
glow.

Glow way! Bioluminescent houseplant hits US market for first time

This Month’s Newsletter Contributors:
Pamm Cooper, Dr. Nick Goltz, Dawn Pettinelli, Marie Woodward, Heather Zidack

For Gardening Questions Visit our website:

UConn Home and Garden Education Center
UConn Extension Home & Garden Education Center: We are on a collaborative
journey working together with farmers, families, communities and businesses to
educate and solve problems concerning food, health and sustainability.
Join us.

The UConn Home & Garden Education Center
UCDNN @ 1-877-486-6271 7@

COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE, @ ladybug@uconn.edu ‘
HEALTH AND NATURAL

RESOURCES @ https://homegarden.cahnr.uconn.edu/
PLANT SCIENCE AND LANDSCAPE
ARCHITECTURE @ U-4115, 1380 Storrs Road
Storrs, CT 06269-4115

WHAT WE DO AT THE UCONN HOME AND GARDEN EDUCATION CENTER
Plant, insect, and plant disease identification and control options
Advise clients on plant selection and cultural requirements
Receive samples for diagnosis either by drop-off or mail
Give presentations on gardening topics including IPM, pollinators, lawns, invasive plants and
insects, landscaping and gardening with native plants, gardening to support bees, birds and
wildlife
Staff a booth every year at the CT Flower and Garden Show- bring soil samples for pH testing &
your gardening questions
Publish weekly blogs and a monthly newsletter available for free by subscription
Publish fact sheets, newspaper, and magazine articles



http://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-024-00383-3
https://homegarden.cahnr.uconn.edu/
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https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffi348.infusionsoft.com%2Fapp%2FoptOut%2F0%2F53f750d7438cf72d%2F1075144%2Fe5f76e9a532baa88&data=04%7C01%7C%7C8b6f57ad748f4eb6014f08d96d7567e1%7C17f1a87e2a254eaab9df9d439034b080%7C0%7C0%7C637661173298685544%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=A5eJm1MkCytxkz2KRmtz2TB9xLIfUTzEGH8CbsoM38U%3D&reserved=0
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