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The Home and Garden Center has started a
Youtube channel with videos geared for the home
gardener. Here are some fun ones we hope you

enjoy!



 
Check out our Home and Garden Channel!

KNOWLEDGE TO GROW ON - Read our latest
Ladybug blogs

 
The UConn Home & Garden Education Center has been posting weekly blogs
on a variety of horticultural topics since Dawn Pettinelli first initiated the UConn
Ladybug Blog in 2009.

Over the years, contributors have included UConn faculty, staff,  adjuncts,
students and even a few guest columnists, each providing a different take on
what’s happening in their gardens or yards, the latest horticultural news, ways
to deal with plant pests, gardens of merit and much more.

More than 700 posts have been published and at last count, there had been
1,384,555 visits to our site.

This year the UConn Ladybug Blog won a Silver Award from Garden Comm
2022 Media Awards! Our submission was among 165 entries evaluated by a
team of distinguished judges with both gardening and communications
expertise. 

https://cl.s12.exct.net/?qs=b21f3b16ba2ff97ccd583ba45ac806458a36e9d58fb7f2ebde5b1b28d73a695d38aaafa8c8816bce8db29bd233b92dfe52527afe8d0e1368


 

Trolling for a More Sustainable World

 

https://cl.s12.exct.net/?qs=b21f3b16ba2ff97cd23840994779225645500de2709c19266620db32936363873a2b3a94129779ba6cfddd992e6dcf645cfb989016363a72


Bringing the Outdoors in for the Winter

 

https://cl.s12.exct.net/?qs=b21f3b16ba2ff97caf95393e46c6ba89663e54fd476b7a859051cb09aca5a6e04df8a772b7afdea477a6cc4866925ecd630734cb819e7a43


Things to See Outdoors in Late September

Witch Hazel - Hamamelis virginiana

Witch hazel is a small native tree that blooms as leaves turn yellow in October.
The flowers have thready, yellow petals and are a valuable resource for bees
and other insects that are still active in the fall. This plant does well in full sun
or part shade and is found naturally in the understory of moist woodland areas
or along stream edges. Mature height can reach 20 feet. Witch hazel
processing has been a big industry in Connecticut, both in Essex, until recently,

https://cl.s12.exct.net/?qs=b21f3b16ba2ff97c1636aad219f509a5ab54b82a43588248f972f0ca5dfdb65d4dde3da2a06f4cde0bb68ebcf5239606eda4c08bbeb643a9


and in East Hampton.

 

Native Witch Hazel
Witch Hazel History in Connecticut


 

Black Cohosh - Black Snakeroot Actaea
racemosa

Previously known as Cimicifuga racemosa, Actaea racemosa is also called
bugbane, black cohosh and black snakeroot. Plants can get to 6 feet tall and
are a great late season backdrop to garden beds. Bloom time is late
September- October. Flower spikes smell like grape and are attractive to
pollinators and butterflies.

Black Cohosh

Migrating Birds

https://cl.s12.exct.net/?qs=b21f3b16ba2ff97cbcc52815396c40b4f1bfccecdb20f8543ef19e2723f25d7c03b9f38b7292b1db0e8ece9a1e6aa87449f712f056581c16
https://cl.s12.exct.net/?qs=b21f3b16ba2ff97c2be7731a7ce5b8b0ff83e7930ee2aad2c863d2227fd5ba74a5d846888b57d309d1313e7aeb0e220aafa67e7a3cd7cdac
https://cl.s12.exct.net/?qs=b21f3b16ba2ff97c987019a1156e1f427b6c0443b0c531af46dbe3098e6002860c68ec6d11bc4e79566173f869f3519f5f264cb97b7f5be5


October is the time when large numbers of migratory bird species are seen as
they pass through Connecticut to their southern overwintering grounds. Above,
left, is a yellow-rumped warbler eating cedar berries, and on the right are some
migratory Canada geese. Not all Canada geese migrate. Some robins remain
all winter, while the migrating flocks are seen now. Some shore birds
overwinter here in Connecticut, and will arrive soon from their northern
breeding grounds. 


 

Bird Migration Basics 

 

Plant Highlight - Annuals for Pollinators
and Migrating Butterflies

https://cl.s12.exct.net/?qs=b21f3b16ba2ff97ca8d58769784b402269601b9f74de8dd481681cc4d6fdc095f53bc74ebf9ead2ad8e365bbed26d9e5dc7513b2595d14c1


Migrating butterflies and late season pollinators visit many long- lasting annual
flowers including Tithonia sunflowers, Lantata, balloon milkweed and Cosmos,
clockwise from upper left. Petunias, marigolds, zinnias and many other
annuals are also good sources of pollen and nectar for these insects. Many of
these are easily started from seed every year.

Annuals for Pollinators (and Butterflies)



Tithonia Mexican Sunflower 

Early Red Fall Colors

https://cl.s12.exct.net/?qs=b21f3b16ba2ff97c3e8ab5f5043b4b6330a3a47628b08f58d576844b55b324fb76b11fc01efe9de60b8db2c673c8641fa02eb4e65fbccaf6
https://cl.s12.exct.net/?qs=b21f3b16ba2ff97c08ea5b7dbe9d1b8d8c3834ae48d2fd31c7a3680f91a6fd59f517138bdc15a229866717b512f2e9e8bec10e601fcdbea8


Three native plants that turn red early in the fall are staghorn sumac, Virginia
creeper and red maples. Virginia creeper is a vine and can climb up tree
trunks, telephone poles and other tall objects, giving them a touch of vibrant a
red color. Red, or swamp, maples occur in wetlands and where soils are moist,
so if you see trees with some red leaves in early fall and it is likely a swamp
maple denoting the presence of a stream, pond or other wetland. Blueberry
leaves turn vibrant red later in the season.

Crossbreeding the Native American
Chestnut





Through transgenics and crossbreeding scientists hope to bring back a former
giant of the Eastern American forest; the American chestnut tree, Castanea
dentata, a keystone species made functionally extinct by blight over a century
ago. Here, scientists are cross-pollinating surviving American chestnut stock
with other blight-resistant chestnuts. In a few months they will harvest the
genetically altered seeds produced and plant them in a test field. The goal is to
create an almost pure American chestnut tree that can fully resist chestnut
blight.



 
Gene-editing the American Chestnut

Disease Highlight - Tar Spot of Maple

Tar spot is caused by several fungi in the Phytisma genus and gives the
appearance of droplets of tar sitting on the leaves. The disease is rarely a
serious health issue for the tree in question, though it does make for some
unsightly foliage in the landscape.

https://cl.s12.exct.net/?qs=6a60ddca1aa30a7873f024fb8dba91341f6b875efc478dc57e3b20a0ba5ddce354602d2ed9d8bc133bb71c15d4e10e6aae2ad7c3e76a6fd1


Tar Spot

Disease Highlight - Anthracnose
 

Anthracnose is the name of several fungal diseaseS that causes circular
necrotic lesions on leaves, stems, and the surface of fruits and vegetables.
The most common way anthracnose is introduced is through splashing water
and soil which allows the fungal spores to sporulate. 

https://cl.s12.exct.net/?qs=6a60ddca1aa30a7840a06e5f7e7075fb3bc67100c865c6f47c7711679f783b878df8e7e765572d751909068d0e3664b61a6ac3ab63c0c4f1


Anthracnose

Insect Highlight - Turbulent Phosphila
Caterpillars

These caterpillars look like they have a black and white maze on their back.
Feeding only on green briar (Smilax ssp.) in large groups until later instars,

https://cl.s12.exct.net/?qs=6a60ddca1aa30a7890181b8a937cab8da782e4e3b114cbdbcfe3521d28d7cee1411edff3019f02c4e7c18c55b4638f2c83ff3f42932fc672


these caterpillars can be found on leaf undersides,  sometimes feeding into
late October. The image above shows middle instar caterpillars still hanging
out together.

Turbulent Phosphila

Harvesting and Storing Fruits and
Vegetables

See link below to an excellent fact sheet on how to determine if fruits and
vegetables are ripe, how to harvest them and best options as to how to store
them.

Harvesting and Storing Fruits and
Vegetables

Leaf Clean-up and Pollinators

https://cl.s12.exct.net/?qs=6a60ddca1aa30a78a8fff931d84c5135b4b2b68bc77448df582f9773c5172cf5cce3ff2d28a11ec587ef8d0f35b8fcfeb88196715de94a02
https://cl.s12.exct.net/?qs=6a60ddca1aa30a78280a98365ccb2f0eed2d06d637b82b555afa02108356c0fb8755b0316ee66b286db908afef64a81d59b49dd46429c5fb


Lawn leaf clean-up is essential for healthy grass next spring. But what about
leaves in garden and landscape beds? Ask Extension, in cooperation with the
USDA has an interesting article by Nathaniel Walton concerning whether to
delay spring clean- up of gardens to help overwintering pollinators. What was
done in the fall is the key here.     

Delaying Spring Clean Up to Help
Overwintering Pollinators

Food For Thought
 

The Myth of Native Plant Superiority
While planting native plants, it is worth considering the micro-climate
conditions and how the plant will respond to different planting sites. 

Should I wait to clean up the garden in order to help
conserve insects?

The answer is, it depends.

 

From the Soil to the Sky

Every day, about one quadrillion gallons of water are silently pumped from the ground
to the treetops. Earth's plant life accomplishes this staggering feat using only sunlight.
It takes energy to lift all this liquid, but just how much was an open question until this
year.

Earth harbours 20,000,000,000,000,000 ants

Have you ever wondered exactly how many ants live on Earth? Possibly not, but it's
certainly a question we've asked ourselves.



 

Gardening Tips for October
 

1. Add a touch of fall to your home and landscape with sedum, hardy mums, asters,
and fall pansies.

2. Take a scenic drive to observe the changing fall foliage. The CT DEEP has fall
foliage driving routes for Connecticut.

https://cl.s12.exct.net/?qs=6a60ddca1aa30a783485663be99c15ae59b5a77bef569088d269659332c0ea3a33899f80538e215578a298b048fada8d9633dc040b04ab8e
https://cl.s12.exct.net/?qs=6a60ddca1aa30a780be8cb54e0c1c738e807d9a3ee027cd5ab77824f98f2050c911893bc28d85fc163be499f158033570fdaba2feab80ba2
https://cl.s12.exct.net/?qs=6a60ddca1aa30a78bd137045376caa63a02e9bed0de7a4562120f13690814213d0e36ac93f23c30a4ceca648a9ee7914841e1ac8aa3beb99
https://cl.s12.exct.net/?qs=6a60ddca1aa30a78dc04fcde7f32fa583b5a46b7bdef6d5e380bbaa1ed3f36343c3c507fb7d398048d63f38c3eea59f76d59236ae7e4206f
https://cl.s12.exct.net/?qs=6a60ddca1aa30a787af9bae2c0b2bc02f8a223e57d86bec5f6b638d7dedd7c2c4b70a45679407a3c526bef4ec86c7197b3c5ecec70a78a46
https://cl.s12.exct.net/?qs=7113b7d3b1924e3858afb1b87904fdccfaa10b58d6c977dc447ee83c551a1461bf817b70bac10aafaf880a3e0dd1c5c9469b871f9f85f48a


3. Pot up hyacinths, tulips, and other pre-cooled bulbs and store in a cool, dark place
until ready to force.

4. Squash and pumpkins should be harvested when they have bright color and a thick,
hard skin. These vegetables will be abundant in farmer’s markets and will make a
colorful and healthy addition to fall dinners.

5. Plant garlic from October 1st to November 15th. Place each clove pointed-side up
at a depth of 2-4” about 6” apart.

6. Beets, parsnips, and carrots can be covered with a thick layer of straw or leaves
and left in the ground for harvest, as needed, during the winter. This may not be an
option in areas with heavy vole populations.

7. Rosemary is not hardy in most areas of CT. Bring plants in before temperatures
drop too low but check plants thoroughly for mealybugs.

8. Remove plant debris from the vegetable garden. Bag any diseased plant parts and
put it in the trash or take it to a landfill but do not compost.

9. Avoid the spring rush and have your soil tested now by the UConn Soil Nutrient
Analysis Laboratory.

10. Renovate the lawn by thatching or aerating if needed.
11. Drain garden hoses and store in a shed, garage, or basement for the winter. Turn

off all outside faucets.

Read more October tips here.
 

Glitters & Glows® Arrowwood Viburnum Viburnum 
dentatum var.
deamii


Looking for a native shrub that provides attractive flowers and also berries
sought after by wildlife? Then give ‘Glitters & Glows’ arrowwood
viburnums a try. Container grown offerings contain one plant of each
cultivar, ‘All That Glitters’ and ‘All That Glows’. This is to promote
cross-fertilization ensuring good berry production. Many native viburnums
are self-incompatible so having two that can cross pollinate is a key to a
fabulous fall show of beautiful blue berries. Plants grow well in sun or part
shade, reach 4 to 5 feet in height and width and are hardy from USDA
zones 4 to 8. Birds love the berries and also the shelter these plants
provide while deer mostly ignore them.  The name, arrowwood, was given
to the
plant as it was believed that Native Americans used the straight
stems as arrow shafts. 


 

https://cl.s12.exct.net/?qs=7113b7d3b1924e38945cd8c1974638a8738d1fcd23cd90498a081096f7e5a4c144b4970634aeab2eb2d14cb1b55150d1f1e7569ae3d57324
https://cl.s12.exct.net/?qs=7113b7d3b1924e380c8864c538d20c459e8d6ac3eb6a84deac4d608f0037952de24738785ecaa59c5d3f2f1a01d63f6084ba7b96945f70ca
https://cl.s12.exct.net/?qs=7113b7d3b1924e384b1595bde837470a9e6fb43133466fc8dd6f4c9dbe5729a4ebea12162d1e7f22bf2596cfbd527f882a97e131dfe8191e
https://cl.s12.exct.net/?qs=7113b7d3b1924e38c65c68eb3c53fb892012396114a465a6439dd0888df508d5648d038b76417ff8472ea76b45707a1f307e3d6d9ac9ede6
https://cl.s12.exct.net/?qs=7113b7d3b1924e38f4889f51f449a082b6da50947da9b1d467b7eb3bb3215c34421d319634ca54a20db48f69445f19fae843f638d572cff7


Voles can sometimes be deterred by
inserting a pot in the ground with the
bottom cut out. Leave a couple of
inches of the pot above the soil
surface, and insert the plant inside the
pot. 

Have Your Soil Tested for Macro & Micro Nutrients
Send your soil sample in for testing now. For details on submitting a sample,
go to UConn Soil and Nutrient Laboratory
.
 

https://cl.s12.exct.net/?qs=7113b7d3b1924e384b1595bde837470a9e6fb43133466fc8dd6f4c9dbe5729a4ebea12162d1e7f22bf2596cfbd527f882a97e131dfe8191e
https://cl.s12.exct.net/?qs=7113b7d3b1924e384b1595bde837470a9e6fb43133466fc8dd6f4c9dbe5729a4ebea12162d1e7f22bf2596cfbd527f882a97e131dfe8191e


Soil samples can be submitted any time
of the year that they can be collected.
Fall is the optimum time to send them
in. The turnaround time is quicker and if
amendments, such as limestone, are
recommended, they can be added in
the fall as it takes 6 to 18 months for the
limestone to change the soil pH.

https://soiltesting.cahnr.uconn.edu/price/

Things to do/events
 

Connecticut Invasive Plant Working Group (CIPWG) VIRTUAL
Symposium: Strategies for Managing Invasive Plants: Assess,
Remove, Replace & Restore
                          Registration

New England Fruit and Vegetable Conference December 13,14,15
2022. This is in Manchester, New Hampshire. 


                         Registration

 

Many farms and orchards have activities for the fall including: 

Lapsley Orchard Fall Festival October 9 

2022 Fall Festival Vendor Opportunities  Auer Fram Bloomfield  Includes a
scarecrow contest 

Flashlight Night at The Farm's Corn Maze at The Farm, Woodbury CT 

Kid-friendly walk-through haunted petting zoo Flamig Farm West Simsbury 

Cruises aboard Onrust - the Connecticut River Museum in Essex offers cruises
aboard the historic sailing vessel, the Onrust

Connecticut Trail Finder - Connecticut Trail Finder is a new resource for those
looking to explore the Nutmeg State's 2,000 miles of trails.

James L. Goodwin State Forest - trail maps are available on-line. Contact them
for any upcoming guided tours and other events
 
UConn Summer Riding Programs- check out programs for all levels of riders,
beginner to advanced, offered this summer

https://cl.s12.exct.net/?qs=7113b7d3b1924e388a67f95404c56eecab881173bff64d203da3e991a98908a3151d6561fffc7752af83cd8374d7a46cc1692f7869c1aa6c
https://cl.s12.exct.net/?qs=7113b7d3b1924e388d9b9fee78a69102cc31d082ac4c0ca3c8ceda5babadfa8c3d19acb7e15ce7bfa7fab2c23f1f34718d6808c2e76fd98e
https://cl.s12.exct.net/?qs=7113b7d3b1924e38123c1e5e6e72400fabd5252317a49f739effd3d2a8afe3960384cd560745593cfeb148debf27a072edea58ae3f5e2404
https://cl.s12.exct.net/?qs=7113b7d3b1924e384b9b211216237a76c4a9f56e1708e0e4459002b7ca18706b194cd81b169c8d6a5e4f7ffafda71d32f146f9c6d5f22eda
https://cl.s12.exct.net/?qs=1ae5c02e7d43e64c1542d81f1a1aba492800b7d176d84f124a5ba05adc598a41edefe9c7ef3a19284358453c3e6e13d610ddc26515fd6447
https://cl.s12.exct.net/?qs=1ae5c02e7d43e64c36d8842ac5e96ee3d3222123b1acd5d9c9f81ebeecdc51d24bdc96308aba9a73f454e4d61b2ad72242133106c6125992
https://cl.s12.exct.net/?qs=1ae5c02e7d43e64c63851ce5fb266190e083f698b3dd5b4f44aec8131a7718b2723fa3085c1b6a51a8f9d8cd01fd5baa18c3e24b1776eeee
https://cl.s12.exct.net/?qs=1ae5c02e7d43e64c4f1cddc8afa1c12cefcc994b10d8715995c4564be5a061f062af15a44c7393bcc4a14a1008922b3b0d3041bf9ed8a20f
https://cl.s12.exct.net/?qs=1ae5c02e7d43e64cb89cb5a9c0754ce454a35fcf6e9491610a4b183f04c4e28fb90a00c49e6294c65ee2f7107eaa8c103f286d6bfa5730af
file:///C:/Users/pjc07003/Documents/UConn%20Summer%20Riding%20Programs-


 

Vegetable pest alerts and how to harvest
and store vegetables

Vegetable Pest Alerts   



Harvesting and Storing



Home Grown Vegetables


 

WHAT WE DO AT THE UCONN HOME AND GARDEN
EDUCATION CENTER



Plant, insect, plant disease identification and control options



Advise clients on plant selection and cultural requirements-
diagnose problems



Receive samples for diagnosis samples either by drop- off or 
mail



Do presentations on gardening topics including IPM,
pollinators, lawns, invasive plants and insects, landscaping
and gardening with native plants, gardening to support bees,
birds and wildlife



Have a booth every year at the Flower and Garden Show- bring
soil samples for pH testing



Publish weekly blogs and a monthly newsletter available for
subscription



Publish fact sheets, newspaper and magazine articles


 

Helpful Links
 

https://cl.s12.exct.net/?qs=1ae5c02e7d43e64c59de443b4fd9b3c9d49df44173b8a9c8b09278296a97caa0cb6d996f3fa4f25e7a2fa5ab8fd542f30adc68fca8e6ef56
https://cl.s12.exct.net/?qs=1ae5c02e7d43e64cca41088825241b079bfa89f0feedad3e064bde2c630ae151fcafc7a3b4b9d066541a4a5f3da4d170213727ff2c27a329


Home & Garden Education Center

UConn Plant Diagnostic Laboratory

Soil Nutrient Analysis Laboratory

Master Gardener Program

UConn Extension: We are on a collaborative journey.

How. We co-create knowledge with farmers, families, communities, and
businesses. We educate. We convene groups to help solve problems.

What. Food, Health, and Sustainability.

Join us.
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