
                            

 
                                      
              May is For Bluets, Redbuds and Bobolinks 

                    

                                                  Bluets 

                                    

Houstonia caerulea are diminutive native wildflowers that appear along 
sunny woodland edges in early spring, and they will continue to flower into 
summer. Plants are only 6 inches tall, and the blue to pale lavender flowers 
have four petals and a bright yellow center. They can occur in large patches if 
conditions are right. Spring bees and early butterflies as well as other 
pollinator insects visit these flowers 

        Bluets 

https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/houstonia-caerulea/


 

                                    Eastern Redbud   

                   

Eastern redbud (Cercis canadensis) is a dapper, small native tree that is a 
member of the pea family. Noted for its display of small pink flowers 
that appear in clusters along leafless twigs in May, the bark is gray when 
tree is young then brown to black at maturity. Leaves are heart-shaped, 
and the crown is spreading and tall in the shade and more rounded and 
compact when grown in the sun. They are difficult to transplant if trees 
get too large.  

                                                    Redbud      

 

                                             Bobolinks 

       

Bobolinks are birds of large, open grasslands, pastures and meadows where 

there are tall grasses and some deciduous plants like clovers and legumes. 

Females nest on wet ground near the base of broad-leaved plants among 

https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/cercis-canadensis/


grasses. In gradual but steady decline, these birds have lost much of their 

habitat as farmlands are converted for other uses. On Horsebarn Hill at 

UConn, bobolinks have benefitted from pasture mowing being delayed until 

after the young have left their nests. 

                                                   Bobolinks 

 

                

Vegetable Planting and Transplanting Guide 

          

If you need to know when to start vegetable seedlings and when to 

transplant safely outdoors, check out this excellent guide from Penn State. 

The major vegetables and the "best" time to plant is a must for novice 

gardeners. Second link is from UConn and includes vegetable varieties 

and other information. 

   Vegetable Planting Guide    

   UConn Vegetable Garden:  Basics and Plant Selection                 

 

 
 

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Bobolink/id
https://extension.psu.edu/vegetable-planting-and-transplanting-guide
http://www.ladybug.uconn.edu/FactSheets/vegetable-garden-basics-and-plant-selections-for-the-home-garden.php


Insect Highlight - Juvenal’s Duskywing 

 

                             Juvenal’s Duskywing   

 

                       

Bird Highlight- Wild Turkeys 

 

                    

Wild turkeys are opportunistic foragers, eating insects, and seeds they find 

by scratching leaf litter or the surface of the ground, and may be found near 

Juvenal’s duskywing Erynnis juvenalis is 

frequently found in May on sunny ground or 

basking on small trees in open woodland 

areas and hiking trails. They appear as oaks, 

their caterpillar’s host plant, is leafing out. It 

will lay eggs on small oak saplings as well as 

on mature trees.   

https://nhpbs.org/wild/juvenalsduskywing.asp


bird feeders pecking the ground for any spilled seed. Males begin mating 

displays in spring, sometimes stomping, fanning tail feathers, and hissing 

together in small groups. The males above are in sync, amid a small group of 

hen turkeys in a Vernon cemetery. They will scratch shiny surfaces if they see 

their reflection, believing it to be a rival. 

                                                Wild Turkeys 

 

 

Disease Highlight-Blackknot 

 

           

Black knot is a fungal disease caused by the pathogen Apiosporina morbosa. 

It affects Prunus trees including native and ornamnetal cherry and plum 

trees. Its common name refers to the bumpy black galls that appear on 

newer branches and sometimes on trunks.  The galls can be removed from 

infected trees by pruning or fungicide applications can be made, but new 

infections can be a chronic issue where native wild cherries in the vicinity 

have this disease. 

Black Knot 

 

 

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/wild_turkey/id
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/wild_turkey/id
https://extension.umn.edu/plant-diseases/black-knot#site-and-tree-selection-1170310
https://extension.umn.edu/plant-diseases/black-knot#site-and-tree-selection-1170310


                                   Bird House Competition 

 

              
If you have a decent large open area and want to attract bluebirds, there 

may be some competition for one nesting box. House sparrows and bluebirds 

nest early and sparrows often are in the boxes before bluebirds. Tree 

swallows arrive early enough to choose a box, as well. One solution is to put 

up three bird houses set about 20,yards or so apart. That way, the three 

species will each have a nesting box every year. They may choose a different 

one year to year, but they will all get along… 

   

                                         

   

 

On Horsebarn Hill at UConn, between two 

pastures, this fence has nesting boxes been 

placed on fence posts spaced out every 

twenty yards or so. Sparrows, bluebirds and 

tree swallows all find a place to build their 

nests.  

 



 

 UPCOMING EVENTS 

                                          

Connecticut Invasive Plant Working Group: walk and talk events- 
sign up for these educational walks, and talks, joining invasive plant experts 

in learning about invasive plants, and in some cases participating in control 

methods.  

                                CIPWG Walk and Talks 

UCONN Extension Outreach Programs- learn about featured outreach 

projects featturing events and information on a vast array of topics like 

wildlife, forestry, natural resources and conservation, the bobcat project and 

more. 

Outreach Projects
 

UConn CLEAR-Center for Land Use Education 
& Research 

 

Check the CLEAR home page often for updates, or better yet, get on the 
emailing list to be sure to hear about new and upcoming webinars. We are 
always looking for new webinar ideas and welcome your suggestions. Send 
CLEAR an email at clear@uconn.edu, 

Looking for our list of upcoming webinars? Visit our Schedule page. 

 

https://cipwg.uconn.edu/news/
https://nre.uconn.edu/outreach/


CLEAR Webinar Library 

 

 

 

KNOWLEDGE TO GROW ON- Read our latest Ladybug 
blogs 

Tick Time! 
Outdoors in April 
Preparing Bee Colonies for Spring Weather Events  

                 

Sign up to receive our blogs by e-mail 

 

 

 

Gardening Tips for May 
 

• Lily leaf beetles often show up first in spring on leaves of the 
host plant lilies. Check both sides of the leaves for adults and 
the undersides of leaves for tiny orange eggs. The larvae 
have orange, brown, or greenish yellow bodies that are 
sometimes hidden under their excrement. Hand-picking the 
adults and the egg masses is the easiest control method. 

• Scout for black vine weevil adults feeding on the foliage 
of Rhododendron sp., Taxus sp., Euonymus sp. and Ilex 
crenata and use a foliar insecticide. 

• Remove spent blooms on tulips, daffodils, and other spring 
flowering bulbs but leave foliage intact until it has all died 
back. The plant will focus its energy on growing new bulbs 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffi348.keap-link002.com%2Fv2%2Fclick%2Fb0ee77eb0d60e37a9b751241a6871c9b%3Ftoken%3DeJyNj00LglAQRf_LrEVLI8WdhIhoLqLW8dIJH-n4eI59IP73nhGtCtrOPXMudwRGEsRpBSGcpbcKwAKNpVQSiTcdsShf4TII1gsLGkmXRHeDgnD89vrJ56vr-m5gAT8UGmS_izZZWiTHPC0ygyqhTcU_Hs-fq9-aeBulOUzTTy-2kuOrUfcQsh5w3lNJs4kPujF8zaz60HHKBoW2h7IjsrEanBueJAndO5IqvNs1tzA9AfQGXK0%253D&data=04%7C01%7C%7C579ccee538cb46c5890708d9842f8ca3%7C17f1a87e2a254eaab9df9d439034b080%7C0%7C0%7C637686162101400550%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=xzIttyToxnjhXWpXcdxeNXhiexZQTDvtiN7LoJHqIE4%3D&reserved=0
https://uconnladybug.wordpress.com/2022/04/22/tick-time/
https://uconnladybug.wordpress.com/2022/04/22/tick-time/
https://uconnladybug.wordpress.com/2022/04/22/tick-time/
https://uconnladybug.wordpress.com/2022/04/14/outdoors-in-april-2/
https://uconnladybug.wordpress.com/2022/04/10/preparing-ct-bee-colonies-for-spring-weather-events/
mailto:ladybug@uconn.edu
http://www.ladybug.uconn.edu/FactSheets/lilt-leaf-beetle.php
http://www.ladybug.uconn.edu/FactSheets/black-vine-weevil.php


rather than producing seeds. Do not cut leaves back or tie 
leaves up as blooms may not appear next spring.  

• Insert stakes, supports or hoops now to prevent plants like 
peonies, asters and baptisia from flopping over. 

• Divide and relocate daffodils if needed but keep the foliage 
intact until it has all died back. 

• Fertilize bulbs as soon as you see the foliage in the spring as 
they take in more nutrients when actively growing than 
when dying.  

• Continue to cultivate planting beds and carefully remove 
young weeds. 

• Lift, divide and replant late summer and fall-blooming 
perennials such as asters, mums, and sedum. 

• Start caladium indoors to plant outside by Memorial Day 

• Now is a good time to lay soaker hoses in flower and shrub 
gardens. 

• Clematis vines like cool roots so apply mulch or plant a low-
growing ground cover to shade the ground. 

• Use fresh potting mix in your containers as old media has 
fewer nutrients and may contain harmful bacteria and fungi. 

• Disinfect all pots and containers before refilling them for the 
season. 

•  Lace bugs and aphids will appear soon. Spray with water or 

use a low toxicity insecticide to control them. 

• Fertilize lawns after mowing a couple of times. Keep grass 3 

inches tall to help discourage weeds. 

• Crabgrass pre-emergent products should be applied before 

flowering dogwood and/or lilac bloom. Do not aerify, 

dethatch or rake lawns after applications have been watered 

in. 

 
 

For a more extensive list of tips visit Gardening 
tips for May 

 

 

http://www.ladybug.uconn.edu/FactSheets/lace-bugs.php
http://www.ladybug.uconn.edu/FactSheets/aphids--.php
http://www.ladybug.uconn.edu/FactSheets/gardening-tips-may.php
http://www.ladybug.uconn.edu/FactSheets/gardening-tips-may.php


Have Your Soil Tested for Macro- & Micro- Nutrients  

Send your soil sample in for testing now. For details on submitting 
a sample, go to UConn Soil and Nutrient Laboratory. 

New Prices for Testing at the UConn Soil Nutrient Analysis Lab 

 

 

 
 

 

Click on the Following Links to Visit Any of Our Sites: 
 

UConn Extension 

 

 

UConn Food Safety  

 

 

Effective January 1, 2022, lab fees will be increased slightly for most soil 
analyses. Our standard nutrient analysis including the pre-paid kits (which 
includes pH) and soil textural analysis will be $15/sample and our soluble 
salts and pH only tests will be $5. For all soil test pricing, see link below 

       https://soiltest.uconn.edu/price.php                 

 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffi348.keap-link003.com%2Fapi%2Fv1%2Fclick%2F6324484847304704%2F6236200411070464&data=04%7C01%7C%7C8b6f57ad748f4eb6014f08d96d7567e1%7C17f1a87e2a254eaab9df9d439034b080%7C0%7C0%7C637661173298565613%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=cU4N%2Br5IHmW4hU1KhaX4bcIiPFv05uIRS%2Flxb4Zc2nk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffi348.keap-link003.com%2Fapi%2Fv1%2Fclick%2F6673784068505600%2F6236200411070464&data=04%7C01%7C%7C8b6f57ad748f4eb6014f08d96d7567e1%7C17f1a87e2a254eaab9df9d439034b080%7C0%7C0%7C637661173298575608%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=KP3Z%2Fk%2B3yXjItLTlDc53yX99IFodKJi1Fck0KUQC6%2Bw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffi348.keap-link015.com%2Fv2%2Fclick%2F5eb1fbdf36ebe93900368de55047bcb9%3Ftoken%3DeJyNj0ELgkAQhf_LnEUtJcWbiMiieYg6h-hES7a7rLNZiP-9NaJTQdd533yPNwGhaASxDhI48SCMwQGNLVccBWVSUNO-wlUcb3wHei4uhZZGQTJ9e_3ky3W9jvzQAXootMh-l2Ylq4tjxerSoqrRtuIfTxAt1W9Nvk1ZBfP804tXTvnNqgdISBtc9nTcbqKD7i1_JlKJ543j6OLdVg9cCte0UggXO-PB_AQMwViE&data=04%7C01%7C%7C579ccee538cb46c5890708d9842f8ca3%7C17f1a87e2a254eaab9df9d439034b080%7C0%7C0%7C637686162101490161%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=brb8Sy%2FYYYyGwsADLEtj8a%2FV07c%2BGdiidej8stAWL8Q%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffi348.keap-link002.com%2Fv2%2Fclick%2F4ee6d9387aadb27c3d3dff7430fc3657%3Ftoken%3DeJyNj1ELgjAUhf_LfRY1jZS9SYgMzYeo5xg6aWTbmHeJiP-9GdFTQa_3fPc7nBmQSyaRtkCgE_E2BQ8Mb4QWXOJeSWTNK9yk6S70oBfyVhhlNZD52-snX69RlISRBzhp7pDTMduXtC4uFa1Lh2pmXMU_njhZq9-a_JDRCpblp5ffBeYPpx6AoLF83dMKtwnPpnf8FVGTIBjH0e-UagfWcZx82ygpfd7aAJYnY2ZY2Q%253D%253D&data=04%7C01%7C%7C579ccee538cb46c5890708d9842f8ca3%7C17f1a87e2a254eaab9df9d439034b080%7C0%7C0%7C637686162101490161%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=fE0lmdM5A9NH4Y8H3RJUQPFh5ru3HsVBtsA04cecjR8%3D&reserved=0
https://soiltest.uconn.edu/price.php


UConn Home & Garden Education Center 

 

 

UConn Plant Diagnostic Laboratory 

 

 

UConn Soil Nutrient Analysis Laboratory 

 

 

UConn Master Gardener Program 

 

 

UConn Garden Master Classes - All open to the public 

 

 

UConn Science of GMOs  

 

 

 

Things to do/events 
 

       

Connecticut Trail Finder- Connecticut Trail Finder is a new 
resource for those looking to explore the Nutmeg State's 
2,000 miles of trails. 

 

James L. Goodwin State Forest- trail maps are available on-
line. Contact them for any upcoming guided tours and other 
events 

 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffi348.keap-link007.com%2Fv2%2Fclick%2Fdf1889fca55c80383c08baea66a0aa59%3Ftoken%3DeJyNj8EKgkAURf_lrUVNQ2V2IiKD5iJqHeZMNWTjML1JRPz3xha1KWj77rnncSdALhuJlAGBkwjXCTigeSuU4BKzXmLTvsJVkkS-A52Q10L3RgGZvlXf-XINgti3HRwVt8hum2YlrYtDRevSoqrR9sU_njCOPpp8k9IK5vmnl98E5g-rvgNBbfiyhwm7Cfe6s_wFURHPG4bB7Ro2Hs3ZNW0vpcuZ8WB-AlV-V4s%253D&data=04%7C01%7C%7C579ccee538cb46c5890708d9842f8ca3%7C17f1a87e2a254eaab9df9d439034b080%7C0%7C0%7C637686162101500116%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=I7NDjR9zKhhZzvfI7JyYfxE8a7v3PNHK7MiRk4Rm8pY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffi348.keap-link002.com%2Fv2%2Fclick%2Feffbbe74deb518e8500d74ae9aaad934%3Ftoken%3DeJyNj1ELgjAUhf_LfRYtDVt7ExEZmg9Rz7F00WjNMe-CEP97M6Kngl7v-e53OCOg0Fwj64DCWSYrAgFY0Uojhca818jbV7gkJF0EoKS-lrZ3Buj47fWTz9c4TjckAHwY4ZH9Lssr1pTHmjWVRw23vuIfT7Keq9-aYpuxGqbpp1fcJBZ3rx6AonVi3tNJvwkPVnn-gmgGGkVG-dJQ8VPo2l7rUHQugukJBydXDw%253D%253D&data=04%7C01%7C%7C579ccee538cb46c5890708d9842f8ca3%7C17f1a87e2a254eaab9df9d439034b080%7C0%7C0%7C637686162101510070%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=clwP1aqRNwbuCeE0%2Ffok3J7kRVD0zBx8%2BQ839mlQDxk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffi348.keap-link017.com%2Fv2%2Fclick%2Fc965a91a5a2b6d819f87ad16a6dbfb28%3Ftoken%3DeJyNj0ELgkAQhf_LnGUtDTNvISKieYg6h7gTLtm6rLNZiP-9NaJTQdd533yPNwKhrCRlHCI4C38VggMaa6EESoo7SVX9CpdhGCwcaIW8pLozCqLx2-snn6-eF2wCB-ih0CKH_TbOszI9FVmZW1RV2lb84_HXc_Vbk-y2WQHT9NOLV0HJzap7iEgbnPdwYTfRUbeWb4hU5LrDMLC-Ey1hT8zUnZQMuXGF5HhnqlEwPQHnlFu2&data=04%7C01%7C%7C579ccee538cb46c5890708d9842f8ca3%7C17f1a87e2a254eaab9df9d439034b080%7C0%7C0%7C637686162101510070%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=lYpOaQK7qUmW1DbP8mTPS5ZyYhElKEjiPP1TWMUcM1o%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffi348.keap-link017.com%2Fv2%2Fclick%2F3ebbdb1d500a68ef7962057a0f5f2f05%3Ftoken%3DeJyNj0ELgkAQhf_LnEVLxcybiMiieYg6x6JTLem6rLNBiP-9NaJTQdd533yPNwGh5JJYCwmcRRDG4IDGRiiBkrJBEm9e4TqOo5UDnZC3Qg9GQTJ9e_3ky9X3o23oAD0UWuSwT7OS1cWpYnVpUcW1rfjHE2yW6rcm36Wsgnn-6cVeUH636hES0gaXPa2wm-ioO8tfidSYeF7PR0J94bpFido1zSCli63xYH4Cx-NZYw%253D%253D&data=04%7C01%7C%7C579ccee538cb46c5890708d9842f8ca3%7C17f1a87e2a254eaab9df9d439034b080%7C0%7C0%7C637686162101520028%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=RtSOo7PMcGEJplpJoQPTd%2FZUpzsM%2Bhf3DCpNoUksxik%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffi348.keap-link016.com%2Fv2%2Fclick%2Ff50b14a6c77eb46ba7e6460419168f45%3Ftoken%3DeJyNj11vmzAUhv8L0-6ihkCShUjT1JDEhaa0EDCBm4kPN3GwDcImhFb577P3ddVJk3wk-5z3fY7fd00gljHhlNpSe8XmdKGNtBYVuMGICbtmIit-DieLxVwfaQSzCrR112jL94-sf-eqaxhzyxhpYmiQlITBvf3oeOD7zvEepbTJWrnifzjmF7X6N2bzdO_stNvtn1xEsdhcJJprS9F2SOUpscwkopZI_UmIhi_H466oGaMZF6g9Zm2JGGr53bHm-Mgo6pq7oqbjly4nuBjbdddyNF61dc_RtwtGPReZQF_R4MZZDM0QkLdyG8wKEOFn7EZZfCV7BjnaO9whq1NqyP75zx2G2aEhzrm-Pg09Dk23Sg-ujaK0SeNrJfs4MiUPQBEASJMD5KUtvZU1pAAOPiOb7OCSxAya3JiqfavC8EhO5ZsWeGe769yEQ2HAldKUFIYl2Orp3pk7lTcpmEty5iudl8Sk8w05i8tLwSrJclQ_LGN3nRwCkhrWgJQPy_3MmySqqHcqHwKCHvyP9RF5i0yIVaksDu4xBHAqM_ziVMFJZgMFtYRzbroyvnLJ2Cg_jGd6Fvf4mc4mOeil1jvlVGbberqaK15ILV3-uUsMyHMAK8X3DUvm8kgErF5m16Wuf_U_m2t5Pmm3H6kf-bQ%253D&data=04%7C01%7C%7C579ccee538cb46c5890708d9842f8ca3%7C17f1a87e2a254eaab9df9d439034b080%7C0%7C0%7C637686162101529981%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=4%2FNaG22CKsreoqEfo6Jtkw%2FBNwxD1wM0cRyaWhm9%2B%2Fs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffi348.keap-link015.com%2Fv2%2Fclick%2Fc96fb7ffe9384f8fac6a6407b4202c38%3Ftoken%3DeJyNj0ELgkAQhf_LnEVLw2xvISKL5iHqHKJbLenuss4GIf73xg51Keg673vf8EZAoWqFvAUGZxmtEvDAikYaKRSmWmHdvMJlksQLDzqpbrnVzgAbv1Xf-XwNw3hDHXwYQchhv00LXuWnklcFoaa29OIfT7SOP5pst-UlTNNPr-glZndSD8DQOjHvaSVtwqPtiL8imoEFwaXXvmu0Ur5oXQDTE_skVM4%253D&data=04%7C01%7C%7C579ccee538cb46c5890708d9842f8ca3%7C17f1a87e2a254eaab9df9d439034b080%7C0%7C0%7C637686162101529981%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=VZoMdYY6dYTGMwjAYH5IPVzOJP6%2FpslghrYg8Waxx8Y%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffi348.keap-link019.com%2Fv2%2Fclick%2F96c054bba2d5bd4ffeeae5f6717cf7ef%3Ftoken%3DeJyNj8tqwzAQRf9lsrUixwmu8C6EEEwei9Kui7Cn8TTOSMijQAj-98qldNVCt3PPnMt9gCBblrqFCt5puTKQQcCGPCHLxrHY5itcGFPmGfTEl11w0UP1-O31J5-uRVEak4HcPSbk5Xm92den3duhPu0T6m1IFf_xLJ-m6m_N9riuDzCOf3rxSrK9JfUAlYSI056W0iZ5DX3iOxE_VFqLa-19HhvHPMc26iIvFjovdUcixGclHSoJlnpFrCYqGaiJoj7iIOrsRKEdCIOewfgJXVhqHA%253D%253D&data=04%7C01%7C%7C579ccee538cb46c5890708d9842f8ca3%7C17f1a87e2a254eaab9df9d439034b080%7C0%7C0%7C637686162101539937%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=dK4LzWN27UbRvhDEKV1Ex9z3Dh4%2BpX0aNAC%2B4659hCE%3D&reserved=0
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Connecticut College Arboretum- there are several trails, 
including a native plant collection featuring spring 
wildflowers and the Nancy Moss Native Azalea Collection 
 
UConn Summer Riding Programs- check out programs for all 
levels of riders, beginner to advanced, offered this summer 

Roger Tory Peterson Estuary Center - Migration Madness 2022 
- This family-friendly weekend runs May 13-15 and will focus 
on Connecticut’s bird populations during the height of spring 
migration. For more information, click here. 

 
 

    

 

 

Food for thought 

Waru Waru is a system of raised-field agriculture that 
originated in South America using parallel canals located on 
floodplains or near a water source for field irrigation. 
Recorded being used near Lake Titicaca in Bolivia nearly 300 
B.C., this is an efficient means of watering crops. 

 

                                       Waru Waru 
 

 

Weather 

Haboobs, or powerful dust storms, may not occur in 
Connecticut, but in Arizona, they do. Mike Olbinski captured 
videos of several haboobs in Phoenix, Arizona. 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffi348.keap-link002.com%2Fv2%2Fclick%2Faf8b3101b3d11d1edaa9fce4e722b23b%3Ftoken%3DeJyNj0ELgkAQhf_LnE1LQ8VbiIhoHqLOYTrh0rq7rGMS4n9vjehU0HXeN9_jTUAoKkFZAxFcmbcNwQKNNVMMBcVSUFW_wk0Y-msLOBO3VMtBQTR9e_3ky9V1_cC3gB4KDXI87OI8K9NzkZW5QVWlTcU_Hi9Yqt-aZL_LCpjnn17sGCV3o-4hIj3gsqdhZhOdNDd8S6T6yHHGcbRrKUQtObexGRxqcVXpi9RIQ-fA_ATkY1uX&data=04%7C01%7C%7C579ccee538cb46c5890708d9842f8ca3%7C17f1a87e2a254eaab9df9d439034b080%7C0%7C0%7C637686162101569805%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=W%2Fffc89NzacFI45m5NiD%2BX%2FuiXgFLF11qns04lUQcWY%3D&reserved=0
file:///C:/Users/dmp02009/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/02B07VPJ/UConn%20Summer%20Riding%20Programs-
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frockfallfoundation.us20.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Da0ccbddb3ac637d627a232554%26id%3Da5a0d48dde%26e%3D7752d11917&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ceaeae79bf9214a34555b08da1d7b9432%7C17f1a87e2a254eaab9df9d439034b080%7C0%7C0%7C637854713876937746%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=d%2F2Gcb%2B2qRi7xjujX3CSmT6T0QgWHF8Q0%2BvWfrVu074%3D&reserved=0
https://www.oas.org/dsd/publications/unit/oea59e/ch27.htm


 

                                 Haboob Video 
 

 

Who knew? 
While a cacao tree can live over 200 years, it only produces 
quality cocoa beans for making chocolate for about 25 years.  
 

                         Cacao History and Fun Facts 
 

 

UConn Extension Home & Garden Education Center 

The UConn Home & Garden Education Center (HGEC) is a horticultural informational resource for the 
citizens of Connecticut and beyond. The staff at the Center reach nearly 400,000 citizens in outreach 
efforts each year. 

WHAT WE DO AT THE UCONN HOME AND GARDEN EDUCATION CENTER 

Plant, insect, plant disease identification and control options 

Advise clients on plant selection and cultural requirements-diagnose 

problems  

Receive samples for diagnosis samples either by drop- off or mail 

Do presentations on gardening topics including IPM, pollinators, lawns, 

invasive plants and insects, landscaping and gardening with native plants, 

gardening to support bees, birds and wildlife 

Have a booth every year at the Flower and Garden Show- bring soil samples 

for pH testing 

Publish weekly blogs and a monthly newsletter available for subscription 

Publish fact sheets, newspaper, and magazine articles 

You are receiving this email because you have requested to receive this newsletter through your 
email address. If you do not wish to receive our monthly email updates, please email us at 
ladybug@uconn.edu and ask to be removed from this list. 

We Need Your Support! 

https://petapixel.com/2022/04/11/timelapse-shows-10-years-of-haboob-dust-storms-across-arizona/
https://www.canr.msu.edu/news/chocolate_science_history_and_fun_facts_part_1
https://www.canr.msu.edu/news/chocolate_science_history_and_fun_facts_part_1


If you enjoy our efforts to keep you informed about horticultural and UConn-related items, please 
show your support by liking us on Facebook, following us on Pinterest or Instagram, checking out 
our weekly Ladybug blog, or visiting the Home & Garden Education Center website. 

 

   

VISIT OUR WEBSITE 

 

 

UConn Extension Home & Garden Education Center: We are on a collaborative journey. 

How. We co-create knowledge with farmers, families, communities, and businesses. We 
educate. We convene groups to help solve problems. 

What. Food, Health, and Sustainability. 

Join us. 

 

  

Copyright © 2020 UConn Extension, all rights reserved. UConn Extension is an affirmative 
action/equal opportunity employer and program provider. 

Unsubscribe 

UConn Extension 1376 Storrs Road Unit 4134 Storrs, Connecticut 06269 United States (860) 
486-9228 
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https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fuconnladybug%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C579ccee538cb46c5890708d9842f8ca3%7C17f1a87e2a254eaab9df9d439034b080%7C0%7C0%7C637686162101609634%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=bfeiPtnnybZAkI38XTP5xRMfO%2BK6VRDJqvCB3vaCoSk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffi348.keap-link002.com%2Fv2%2Fclick%2F51bc307c14b0a9d4afc7e7fd4c06f597%3Ftoken%3DeJyNj0ELgkAQhf_LnEUrY5O9iYgsmoeoc4hutGSzyzobhfjfWyM6FXSd9833eCOQxAZJdMDhpOJ1AgFY2SqjJFKmkZr2FS6ThC0C6BVeCqudAT5-e_3k83W1YowFQA8jPbLfpVkp6uJYibr0qGmsr_jHE2_m6rcm36aigmn66ZVXRfnNqwfgZJ2c93TKb6KD7T1_JjI8iuTd1w5KY-hajRjKzkUwPQGwTVb4&data=04%7C01%7C%7C579ccee538cb46c5890708d9842f8ca3%7C17f1a87e2a254eaab9df9d439034b080%7C0%7C0%7C637686162101619591%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=H953eFEBl3thILTR%2F1luoQJMSfFyVICZIvpVE20Rero%3D&reserved=0


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming CIPWG Invasive Plant Talks & Walks 

https://cipwg.uconn.edu/news/# 

 

 

https://cipwg.uconn.edu/news/

